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Safety

Fallen Officer Memorandium 

Mesa has been fortunate not to lose an officer in the line of duty for over fourteen years.  Officer safety is one of 
the top concerns for the Mesa Police Association.  According to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Fund, a total of 1,671 law enforcement officers died in the line of duty during the past 10 years, an average of one 
death every 53 hours or 167 per year. There were 181 law enforcement officers killed in 2007.  On average, more 
than 56,000 law enforcement officers are assaulted each year, resulting in over 16,000 injuries.

Mesa Police Association 
Remembers:

Officer Steven Paul Pollard 
Mesa Police Department 
Arizona
End of Watch: Sunday, 
November 27, 1994

Age: 26
Tour of Duty: 1 year, 6 months
Badge Number: 10149

Incident Details
Cause of Death: Struck by vehicle
Date of Incident: Sunday, November 27, 1994

Officer Pollard was killed when he was struck 
by a vehicle after pulling over a suspected 
drunk driver on US 60.

During the encounter Officer Pollard had a 
Motor Officer respond to conduct an in depth 
DUI investigation of the driver he had stopped. 
While the investigation was taking place, 
Officer Pollard returned to the driver’s side 
door area of his patrol vehicle where he was 
struck and killed by a passing motorist. 

The motorist who struck him failed to stop 
at the scene but was located a short distance 
away by another officer. Later during a trial, 
the motorist claimed to have dozed off while 
driving and was unaware of what exactly he 
had struck. 

Officer Pollard had served with the Mesa Police 
Department for 1 1/2 years and is survived by 
his wife and daughter.

Town Marshal Hyram 
Smith Peterson 
Mesa Police Department 
Arizona
End of Watch: Wednesday, 
November 12, 1913
Tour of Duty: 5 years

Incident Details
Cause of Death: Gunfire
Date of Incident: Wednesday, November 12, 
1913
Weapon Used: Gun; Unknown type
Suspect Info: Apprehended

Marshal Peterson was shot and killed by a 
theft suspect while on duty. He observed two 
men attempting to steal a bicycle and he gave 
chase on his own bicycle. He was shot by the two 
men when he caught them at the edge of town. 
Both men were eventually apprehended.

Marshal Peterson had been the town marshal 
for five years.



In the Media

In the Media – Public Relations

Mesa Police Association is a well-respected 
outlet to supply the most accurate and concrete 
information to the media EVERY DAY.   All 
board members have been media trained by 
experts in the field and recognize a melded 
overall program designed to build and enhance 
relationships with various publics works!

MPA has mastered two elements that capture 
the essence of good issue management -- early 
identification of issues with potential impact 
on the organization and strategic response 
designed to mitigate or capitalize on their 
consequences.  MPA public affairs’ is a public 
relations function that builds and maintains 
mutually beneficial relationships with 
governmental and local communities. 

With support from the Arizona Police 
Association, MPA recognizes lobbying is an 
even more focused part of public affairs. APA 
and MPA continue to influence legislative and 
regulatory decisions in government. 

MPA continues public relations development 
with private and nonprofit organizations that 
in turn builds and maintains relationships 
with supporters and members. 

Perception is everything –and MPA effectively 
communicates how officers would want 
to be perceived by residents and opinion 
leaders. MPA works diligently to protect the 
privacy and respect of our members, while 
representing them and the association with 
PROFESSIONALISM, INTEGRITY AND 
PRIDE. 

Our voices received national coverage on 
issues including immigration and discipline 
policies. While many people read the MPA’s 
views in major newspapers, MPA Directors 
and leadership were often heard discussing 
issues important to our members on local and 
national radio and television shows.



Community

The Mesa Police Association established 
the Officer Assistance Fund to aid Police 
Officers injured or killed and their families.  
Contributions to the fund have been made from 
generous donations and community events.  

The first annual “Wing of Hope” charity event 
was held August 4th, 2007 at Buffalo Wild 
Wings in Mesa, where many in the community 
attended and contributed.  Twenty percent of 
all proceeds from that day went to the Officer 
Assistance Fund.

With funding from the Officer Assistance 
Fund, MPA’s first annual “Operation Blue 
Santa” delivered gifts to a Casa Grande 
hero’s family in efforts to make Christmas 
special for the grieving family. Blue Santa 
made a stop to celebrate the bravery of the 
late Sergeant Tate Allen Lynch of the Casa 
Grande Police Department.  Sgt. Lynch died 
October 25, 2007, from head injuries sustained 
in a SWAT Team training accident. He leaves 
behind a wife and three children; (8 year old 
son, 6 year old daughter and a 10 year old 
daughter).   MPA’s Blue Santa arrived in a 
patrol car with gifts for the whole family. 

With continued help, MPA wishes to expand 
the Blue Santa program to help more police 
families struck by a tragic loss. 

Members of the Mesa Police Association took 
their oath to “serve” and protect to a new 
level.  On Tuesday, May 13th, officers traded 
in their handcuffs and badges for menus and 
serving trays to assist servers at the Mesa 
Riverview Famous Dave’s.   Every tip that 
they received was donated to Mesa Police 
Association’s Officers Assistance Fund.     In 
two hours, officers raised $2,000.          

Donations for the “The MPA Officer Assistance 
Fund” are accepted at any Wells Fargo Branch.

www.mesapolice.org
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Affiliations 
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The Mesa Police Department is affiliated with the 
following organizations on the national and state level.

NAPO
National Association of Police Organizations, 
representing nearly 220,000 police officer 
members in 4,000 police associations 
nationwide.

PORAC
Police Officers Research Association, representing 
over 60,000 members throughout the West, 
provides the optimal Legal Defense Fund (LDF) 
for all Mesa Police Association members.

APA
Arizona Police Association represents a group 
of like-minded individual and autonomous law 
enforcement employee groups throughout the 
State of Arizona.  The primary responsibility 
of representing their individual members on 
issues relating to wages, discipline, working 
conditions, benefits, employee rights and other 
similar issues that are commonly involved in 
the employee / employer relationship.



www.mesampa.com




